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NO one will be spared: Top cop 
MM BUREAU 

New Delhi/January 28 
Delhi Police on 

Wednesday said “no one will 

be spared” for the violence 
during the tractor march 
organised by farm unions, 

accused them of “betrayal” by 
not sticking to the pre-decided 

routes, and said the force was 
taking a “serious view" of the 

hoisting of flags by protesters 

on the ramparts of Red Fort. 
Briefing the media at 

the Police headquarters, 

Delhi's police commissioner 
SN Shrivastava said at 
least 25 cases have been 
registered, and multiple farm 

leaders would have to join 

the investigation. Among 
the leaders he named at the 

briefing were 55 Pannu, 

Darshan Pal, Buta Singh 
Burjgil and Rakesh Tikait — 
for either giving provocative 
statements or actively veering 

from the prescribed routes. 

Shrivastava said that 
the police, on January 25, 
had an inkling that some 

“ageressive and militant 
people” taking control of the 

stage and giving provocative 

speeches at the protest sites. 
.. We understood their intent 

but still maintained restraint. 
We placed barricades but they 
started removing barricades 
right from the morning... 

The farmer leaders did not 
behave responsibly and stick 

to the terms and conditions 
on which they were given 

permission to hold the rally” 

At least 394 police 
personnel and 10 farmers 
sustained injuries during the 

clashes. One farmer died in 
the protests after his tractor 

overturned after ramming a 
police barricade at ITO. 

The police commissioner 

said sleuths were looking 
at videos of the violenceto 

identify the unruly protesters. 

Shrivastava said the 
police had first urged the 

farmers not to carry out 
the rally on Republic Day; 

they refused. He said that 

it was then suggested that 
they restrict the rally to the 
Kundli-Manesar-Palwal 
(KMP) expressway on the 
periphery of Delhi; they 

refused this as well. Finally, 

he said, three routes were 
decided on the conditions 

that the farm leaders would 

be present at the head of the 
respective groups to ensure 
order, and that no firearms, 

swords or deadly weapons 
would be carried. These 

conditions, he said, were all 
violated. 

Detailing the role of the 

farmer leaders, who flouted 

the conditions of the rally, 
he said, “The protesters at 

Singhu started the rally early 

at around 7.30 am. They were 
to take a right turn near 
Mukarba chowk but did not. 

Their leader Satnam Singh 
Pannu made provocative 

speeches after which farmers 
broke barricades. Another 

leader, Darshan Pal Singh, 

  

also reached there and sat 

down. 
His group also refused 

to go back...In Tikri, farmer 

leader Buta Singh Burjgil had 
started early before noon) and 
accompanied protesters from 

Tikri border up to Nangloi 
T-point but instead of taking 

a right turn and returning, 
they removed barricades,” 

he said. 

Shrivastava said that 
in Ghazipur, Rakesh Tikait 
along with other farmer- 

leaders got protesters right 

up to Akshardham — a route 
not approved in the meeting 
— and indulged in violence. 

Pannu, Singh, and 
Burjgil were not available 

for comment despite 
several phone calls and text 

messages. Tikait, a member 

of the Samyukt Kisan Morcha, 
said, “Farmers shouldn't be 

flustered by the multiple FIRs 

registered by the police. They 
are not a problem. If there is 

a movement, there will be 
FIRs.” 

A police officer, 

requesting anonymity, said 
on Wednesday night, a notice 
was sent to Darshan Pal, 

asking him to give names of 
those who indulged in violence 

among the protesters and 
explain why action shouldn't 

be taken against him. 

On questions if it was a 
police intelligence failure, 
Shrivastava said: “If we did 
not have intelligence, we 
would not have identified 

  

  

Briefing the media at the Police 

headquarters, Delhi’s police 
commissioner SN Shrivastava 
said at least 25 cases have been 
registered, and multiple farm 
leaders would have to join the 

investigation. Among the leaders 
he named at the briefing were 
SS Pannu, Darshan Pal, Buta 
Singh Burjgil and Rakesh Tikait 

— for either giving provocative 
statements or actively veering from 
the prescribed routes. 
  

the 300 Twitter handles, 

that was fanning tension 
and mobilising people. 

Let me say that despite 
all the provocation, police 
maintained extreme 

restraint. We had all options 
but we choose restraint. We 

did this else there would have 

been loss of lives. Not a single 

bullet was fired by police 

anywhere” 
In response to a question 

on the role of Punjab actor, 
Deep Sidhu, whose has been 
accused of leading the violent 

mob at Red Fort, Shrivastava 
said that police would probe 

the role of everyone and 

question them as per the law. 
  

Cons 
violence on Republic Day 

MM BUREAU 

New Delhi/January 28 

The Delhi Police have 
registered over 25 cases, 
including those of rioting 
and criminal conspiracy, in 
connection with the violence 
that erupted during a tractor 

rally by farmers in the 
Capital on Republic Day, 

officials said on Wednesday. 

The officials added that 19 
people were arrested and 
about 50 detained. 

One of the FIR's — filed on 
Tuesday — mentions Swaraj 

India chief Yogendra Yadav, 
social activist Medha Patkar 
and Bharatiya Kisan Union- 

Tikait (RBKU-Tikait) leader 
Rakesh Tikait among 37 
leaders of the protest who 
had “a pre-planned objective 

of not following the mutually 

agreed route and timing of 
their rally” and “disrupting 

register 29 Cases a 

the Republic Day parade”. 
To be sure, these 37 

people were not named as 

accused in the case registered 
at Samaipur Badli police 
station on a complaint by 
inspector Anil Kumar. They 

were identified as those being 

involved in multiple rounds 
of talks with the government 

and the police, and also those 

who issued threats to break 
barricades. 

Trouble began on Tuesday 
after a section of protesters 

deviated from the routes 
agreed upon with the Delhi 
Police and began their tractor 

rally before scheduled time. 

“T have yet not received 
any intimation from the 
police regarding the FIR. This 
(FIR) is nothing new for us 

who have been part of many 

movements in the country in 
the past decades. 
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Whenever their (the 

fovernment) violence gets 
exposed, they hold non- 

violent people accountable for 
it. [believe that state-planted 
persons instigated the 

violence, while all the leaders 

of this farmers’ agitation have 
always remained peaceful 

and followed every conditions 
of the agreement we had 

with the police,” said Patkar, 

adding that she was with 

Yadav at the Shahjahanpur 
border during the violence 

that broke out in Delhi. 

Yadav said he could not 
comment on the development 

since he had not seen the FIR. 

Speaking toa news agency 
PTI on Tuesday, Yadav said 

he was “ashamed of the 
way things proceeded” and 

took responsibility for it. He 

said “violence impacts any 
kind of protest in a wrong 

way, and that he “appealed 

continuously” so that farmers 
did not deviate from the 

routes agreed upon. 
Dharmendra Malik, a 

spokesperson for BEU-Tikait 

alleged that the government 
was “Misusing™ its powers 

by registering FIRs against 

farmers and farm leaders. 
“But we are not scared of 

the cases and our agitation 
against the three farm laws 

will continue peacefully,” 

he said. 
The FIR that mentioned 

their names also said “the 

protesters were riding on 
tractors, trollies, and even 

horses”, and that most of 
them were “carrying sticks, 

iron rods, and some of them 

were also carrying swords”. 
It added that the protesters 

ter 

“started rioting, causing 
injuries with swords and 

lathis and running the 

tractors over the police 
officials with the intent to 

kill’. It also mentioned that 
the protesters “robbed a pistol 

with 10 rounds and two gas 

guns” from police personnel. 
Another FIR mentioned 

Deep Sidhu and Lakha 

Sidhana. 
The 25-plus cases were 

registered between Tuesday 
and Wednesday at police 

stations across at least 
nine police districts, where 
violence erupted during the 

tractor rally. 

At least 394 police 
personnel and 10 farmers 
were injured as the Capital 
plunged into chaos and 

clashes broke out at the Red 
Fort, ITO and Ghazipur, 
among other places. 

  

Bypolls to 5 municipal wards in 
Delhi to be held on Feb 28 

New Delhi/January 28 

The bye- elections to fill vacancies in five municipal 

wards in the national capital will be held on February 28 

with all COVID-19 safety precautions, the State Election 
Commission of Delhi said on Wednesday. The bypolls will 

be held for two wards under the North Delhi Municipal 
Corporation (NDMC) and three under the East Delhi 
Municipal Corporation (EDMC), the election body said in 

a statement. The wards are: Ward No. 32N, (Rohini-C); 

Ward No. 62N, (Shalimar Bagh North) in north Delhi and 

Ward No. 02-E (Trilokpuri): Ward No. 08-E (Kalyanpuri) 
and Ward No. 41-E (Chauhan Bangar) in east Delhi, it 
said. The bypolls will be held on February 28 from 7:30 

AM to 5:30 PM, the SEC said, adding that the last date of 
filing nominations is February 8. The model code of conduct 
shall be in force in the above five wards and shall continue 
to be in force till the completion of the election. The Delhi 
Prevention of Defacement of Property Act, 2007 is also being 

enforced and candidates are requested to strictly abide by 

it. As per the broad guidelines to be followed during the 
bye-elections im wiew of the COVID-19 pandemic, every 

person shall wear a face mask during every election-related 
activity, according to the statement. At the entry of halls, 
rooms, premises used for election purpose, thermal scanning 

of all persons shall be carried out and sanitiser shall be 
made available. Social distancing shall be maintained as 

per the extant COVID-19 guidelines of the state government 

and the Union Ministry of Home Affairs, the statement said. 
DEOs shall ensure that the extant instructions regarding 

COVID-19 containment measures are complied with while 
making arrangements for conducting the election, it added. 
  

  

R-Day violence unfortunate, 

but farm laws still an issue: 

Delhi CM Kejriwal 
Our Correspondent/New Delhi/January 28 

Delhi chief minister and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) chief 

Arvind Kejriwal on Thursday said that the January 26 violence 

in Delhi was “unfortunate”, even as he maintained that the 
incident does not put an end to the concerns regarding the three 
contentious farm laws against which farmers across several 
states have been protesting. On Republic Day, farmer groups 

had clashed with police in several part of the city including 

the ITO intersection and the iconic Red Fort. “Farmers are 
distressed. Every party has cheated farmers for years. Now, 

it has become a question of existence for farmers after the 

government passed the three contentious farm laws... What 
happened on January 26 was unfortunate. Those who are 
actually guilty should be punished. I emphasise the word 
‘actually’... But that incident does not put an end to the protest. 

The concerns still exist and we should all support farmers in 

a peaceful way. We cannot be a happy nation with unhappy 
farmers,” said Kejriwal, addressing party members at the 

AAP national council meet in Delhi's Kapashera. On Tuesday 

(January 26), the party had condemned the violence. On 
Wednesday, the AAP and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
accused each other for the violence. Both parties alleged that 
supporters of the other were involved in provoking farmers 

and instigating violence. The violence left hundreds injured, 

including at least 394 police officials. It has so far led to 25 
cases and the FIRs mention several farm union leaders. The 
violence took place after farmer sroups organised a tractor rally 

—to coincide with Republic Day celebrations — on Tuesday, as 
part of a larger ongoing protest against the three contentious 
farm laws. The clashes happened when the groups deviated. 

Delhi doctor takes Covid-19 vaccine shot, angry 
wife says ‘why couldn't you take me along’ 

Our Correspondent 

New Delhi/January 28 

A video of a senior Delhi 

doctor, who received the 
Covid-19 shot earlier this 

week, having a conversation 
with his wife on phone has 

been doing the rounds on 

social media and has left 
tweeples in splits. 

While Padma Shri Dr 

KE Aggarwal was doing a 
live video session, he can be 

heard on a call with his wife 
who was irked because the 

cardiologist took the vaccine 

dose and did not take her 
along. “Why didn't you take 

me with you? This is not 

done... Don’t lie to me,” she 
is heard saying. 

The doctor explained 
to his wife that she'll get 

vaccinated on Monday and 

that he had only gone to check 
when theyll get vaccinated 

but got to know that he could 

get it done then itself. "Main 
pata karne gaya tha asp logon 
ka, vo keh rahe the ‘khaali 

  
hai, lagwa lo’, toh maine 

lagwa li (I just went to check. 
They said you can get it done. 

So I got it)," he said. 

Aggarwal repeatedly 
told her that he was live so 

he would call her in a bit 

but his unimpressed wife 

  

responded, “"Main abhi live 

aa ke tumhari aisi ki taisi 
karti hoon (I'll come live right 

now and see you)." 

As the clipping has gone 
viral, the senior physician 
issued a statement on 

Facebook saying, “I am 

aware of a video of myself 
that is doing rounds and I 

am glad I provide people with 

a moment of levity in these 
tough times, after all laughter 
is the best medicine. While 
you have enjoyed a laugh at 
my expense, at something 

which was nothing but my 
wife's concern towards my 

health and safety." He also 

urged everyone to take the 
vaccine they get a chance. “T 
am happy to learn that this 

episode educated millions in 
the importance of the vaccine, 

something that has been 
my Mission as a doctor. I 

truly beheve and I am sure 

all of you will agree that 
not taking the vaccine is 
a bigger laughing matter,” 

he wrote in the statement. 
In the first phase of India’s 

vaccination drive, nearly 30 
million health and frontline 
workers are expected to 

be immunised against the 
coronavirus disease while in 

the second phase. 

Mild earthquake of 2.8 
magnitude hits Delhi 

New Delhi/January 28 

An earthquake measuring 2.8 on the Richter scale 

  

occurred today at 9.17am with its epicentre in west Delhi 

at latitude 28.66N and longitude 77.13E with depth of 

15km. “It was a minor earthquake, so tremors were not 
felt everywhere. We are investigating the fault lines 

around west Delhi,” said JL Gautam, head, (operations) at 
National Centre for Seismology (NCS). NCS is carrying out 
a geophysical survey, analysis and interpretation of satellite 
  

  

imageries and geological field investigations for accurate 
assessment of seismic hazard in Delhi. The National Capital 

Region of Delhi experienced four earthquakes during April 

— August 2020. The epicentre of those events was m three 
different areas—north-east Delhi border, about 15km 

south-east of Rohtak (Haryana) and about 17km east of 
Faridabad (Haryana).       

Our Correspondent general (ASG) Vikramjeet 
New Delhi/January 28 Banerjee, appearing for the 

Delhi Police on _ Police, complained that the 

Wednesday alleged before 

the Supreme Court that a 

city government prosecutor 
had been deliberately hiding 

relevant information from 
the department about the 
February 2020 Delhi riots 

cases, resulting in the grant 
of bail to an accused. 

Even as the top court 

sought to steer clear of 
controversy, a new chapter 

unfolded in the Delhi Police 
versus Asam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) government saga 

before a bench led by justice 
Ashok Bhushan when the 

police claimed that one of 

the accused in the riots cases 
got out on bail because the 

prosecutor withheld the 
information about the case 

before the high court. 

Additional solicitor 

city government's additional 

public prosecutor was well 

aware that the Central 
government had appointed 

special counsel to deal 
with the Delhi riots cases, 
but the former chose not 

to communicate this to the 
investigating agency when 

bail petition of the accused, 

one Iliyas, came up for 
hearing. 

Challenging the bail 
order of August 25, 2020, the 
ASG added: “It is a completely 

strange situation where the 
additional public prosecutor 

does not communicate it to the 

police officials attached with 
the hith court and instead 

he makes a wrong statement 
that he had informed a deputy 
commissioner of police about 

it.” 

  

  

  

He added: “My lords 

are well aware about the 
situations in Delhi. Here, the 

special prosecutor is not even 

informed and the high court 
also gives bail to the accused 
without issuing a notice to the 
special prosecutor.” 

The petition, filed by the 

  
Delhi Police, had alleged 
that the city government's 
prosecutor “withheld” 

the information from the 

investigating agency, 
appeared in the matter 
without authorisation and 
made statements which led 

to a propitious order for the 

accused in question. 
According to the Delhi 

Police, this was not an 
isolated incident and the 

same prosecutor had been 

acting in this manner in 
other cases too wherein he 

had not intimated either 

the special prosecutor or the 
police officials present in the 

high court. 
Banerjee also submitted 

that the two police officers 

have filed their personal 
affidavits to state that they 

were not informed about 

the bail hearing of Iliyas, 
who has been booked under 

charges of attempted murder, 
rioting and arson in a first 

information report lodged at 

Dayal Pur police station. 
The ASG also called the 

high court order “strange” as 
it failed to take into account 
the charge sheet filed against 

the accused and the presence 

of several pieces incriminating 
evidence against him. The 
bench, however, told Banerjee 

that the correct course of 
action for the Delhi Police 

would be to persuade the high 
court to review its order and 

seek a cancellation there. “We 

have a limited scope here. We 

cannot entertain your petition 
here. You should persuade the 
  

high court to review its order. 

Tt shall also be open for you 
to seek cancellation of the 

bail,” the bench, which also 
included justices R Subhash 

Reddy and MR Shah, told 

the ASG. 
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